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Mom wants to ban alcoholic
daughter from son’s reception

DEAR ABBY: Our son and his fiancee
are having a destination wedding. My
husband and I are hosting a local reception
here where we live because we would like
our close fumily and friends to be able to
celebrate their wedding.

Our problem is, our 24-year-old daughter
is an alcoholic who doesn’t see her drink-
ing as a problem. She says she can handle

my first, he or she is clearly his second. How
do I answer when people ask if this is our
first baby? In a sense, it is our first baby, but
I don’t want to lessen the importance of my
stepson. At the same time I'm so excited to
share that yes, this is my first baby!

I'm looking forward to all the excitement
and the advice people can give, and I want
to share the news. Do you have guidance on

it. Well, she can’t! She got how I ought to phrase the

so drunk at the last family best news of my life? I never
wedding that the police and DEAR thought I would have this
paramedics had to be called. ABBY dilemma.

She’s currently on proba- — OVER THE MOON
tion because she assaulted a DEAR OVER THE MOON:
paramedic. Congratulations on your impending birth. I

The only way she could go to the destina-
tion wedding is if we paid for it, which my
husband and I agreed not to do. My husband
does want to include her at the party we are
having in our city. Because she is uncontrol-
lable and unpredictable, I do not want her
there. Oh, and this is the same venue where
she got hammered at the last family wedding.

I don’t want to take the chance that she
will ruin this special evening. My husband
thinks he will be able to control her and that
it won’t “look right” if the sister of the groom
is absent. I think it would be much worse if
she causes a scene, and I would rather avoid
a potential disaster. What should we do?

— MOTHER OF THE GROOM

DEAR MOTHER: Your daughter is an ad-
dict in denial, which is sad for all concerned.
Because her behavior is unpredictable, and
there is a strong possibility that she will
disrupt the reception, she should not attend.
If your hushand is worried about how it will
look if she isn’t there, he should consider how
it will look if the police have to be called and
haul her away (again). What your daughter
needs is an intervention, not an invitation.

DEAR ABBY: I'm a newlywed, married
to an amazing man who also brought me
an adorable 5-year-old stepson. Although
we married only three months ago, I have
been in both of their lives for three years. We
recently found out we are expecting, and I
am over the moon! We haven’t told anyone
yet because we are waiting to get through the
first trimester.

My question to you is, while this baby is

applaud you for your sensitivity to the feelings
of your stepson. If you are asked if this is your
first baby, reply that it is your first but your
husband’s second. And when you do, be sure to
tell the “asker” how much you would appreci-
ate any advice the person would care to share
about infants, and I'm sure you'll get an earful.

DEAR ABBY: I'm 52. My mom died when
Twas 11. It wasn’t until I reached my mid-
20s that I realized I have no memories of her,
and few memories of my childhood before I
was 11. Dad and I lived a few hours away
from family, and after Mom passed, no one
spoke about her much. I imagine that was
because it was painful. She was only 29.

For some reason it’s bothering me more
and more now. I want to remember my
mother. When I ask her friends and relatives
about her; I get general answers — she was a
nice person, very loving and crafty, etc. How
does someone get their memories back? I've
heard hypnosis can help, but I'm not sure. Do
you have any advice?

— SON LEFT BEHIND

DEAR SON: Many people are reluctant
to talk about family members who have
passed on because they are afraid it will be
painful for the listener. Perhaps if you ap-
proached your relatives and explained why
you are asking for more details, it might jog
some memories. However, if that doesn’t
bear fruit, then talking with a mental
health professional about the fact that this
is increasingly bothering you would be a
good idea. That person can recommend
hypnosis if it’s appropriate.

Tornado touches Colorado wildfire site

The Associated Press

DENVER — An erratic
wildfire charging through
extremely dry land in the
heart of Colorado ski country
destroyed three homes and
forced people to flee, authori-
ties said Thursday.

Elsewhere in Colorado, a
rare high-elevation tornado
touched down at the site of
another wildfire Thursday
but apparently caused little
damage and had no effect on
the fire.

They were among more
than 60 large blazes burn-
ing across the United States,
mostly in the West, where
whipping winds and increas-
ing heat have made it easy for
flames to spread.

Fires exploded in Northern
California, Utah and other
areas, where a prolonged and
severe drought has desiccated
forests.

In Colorado, residents of
multimillion-dollar properties,
modest condos and mobile
homes were ordered to evacu-
ate early Thursday because
of an unpredictable wildfire
reported the night before near
the town of Basalt. More than
500 homes were affected.

The Eagle County Sheriff’s
Department said no other
homes had been lost besides
the three reported earlier.

Smoke from the fire tempo-
rarily halted flights into the
resort town of Aspen, about 20
miles (32 kilometers) away:

Authorities believe the
flames started after people at
a shooting range used tracer
bullets, which illuminate the
path of fired bullets.

A tornado was reported
Thursday south of Fairplay, a
central Colorado town about
10,000 feet (3,000 meters)
above sea level. It appeared to
touch down at or near the edge
of a wildfire that has burned

about 17 square miles (43
square kilometers), National
Weather Service meteorologist
Russell Danielson.

Tornadoes are rare at that
elevation and are seldom seen
at any wildfire, Daniels said.

Another Colorado wildfire
about 205 miles (330 kilo-
meters) southwest of Denver
destroyed more than 130
homes and forced more than
2,000 people in three counties
to evacuate. It grew to about
160 square miles (nearly 420
square kilometers) Thursday.

Rain was expected in parts of
Colorado, which could dampen
fires but trigger flash flooding
in areas left bare by wildfires.

Hotter, drier weather
was forecast in Northern
California, where thousands
of firefighters were battling
a wildfire that was already
about three times the size of
San Francisco.

By Thursday night, the fire
northwest of Sacramento had
burned nine buildings and
137.5 square miles (356 square
kilometers). However, authori-
ties didn't immediately indicate
whether any homes had been
destroyed in the rural area,
although about 110 structures
remained threatened, accord-
ing to state fire officials.

The blaze was 33 percent
contained.

“The cool weather on
Wednesday helped firefighters,
but it will become hotter and
drier starting Friday and into
the weekend, and that will
be a challenge,” said Anthony
Brown, a spokesman with
the California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection.

Some of the 2,500 people
who were under mandatory
evacuations orders were al-
lowed to return home.

Authorities say a fire that
jumped across Interstate 5
south of the Oregon border

in California has closed the
southbound lanes in that area.

The Oregon Department of
Transportation said Thursday
evening the southbound lanes
would remain closed at Ash-
land, Oregon. Motorists were
advised to take an alternate
route toward California.

California Gov. Jerry Brown
declared a state of emergency
for Siskyou County, citing
“extreme peril” to people and
property. There were some
evacuation in the tiny town of
Hornbrook.

The fire called Klamathon
started Thursday afternoon.

The California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protec-
tion said Thursday night that
the blaze had burned nearly
8 square miles (20 square ki-
lometers). Multiple structures
are threatened, damaged or
destroyed, the department said.

In northern New Mexico, a
wildfire closed a ranch where
novelist D.H. Lawrence once
sought spiritual renewal.
Officials said a fire in drought-
stricken Carson National
Forest has scorched nearly
4 square miles (10 square
kilometers) since June 24 and
is only partially contained.

Forest restrictions imposed
last week closed the Univer-
sity of New Mexico's D.H. Law-
rence Ranch, which hosted the
writer in the summers of 1924
and 1925 as well as Swiss
psychiatrist Carl Jung, author
Willa Cather and artist Geor-
gia O'Keeffe after Lawrence’s
1930 death.

In Utah, scorching sum-
mer temperatures and winds
quickly pushed flames through
bone-dry vegetation near a
popular fishing lake about
two hours southeast of Salt
Lake City. The 66-square-mile
(171-square-kilometer) fire
near Strawberry Reservoir has
burned about 90 structures.
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