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City of Florence Assis-
tant City Manager Megan 
Messmer shared the pro-
cess used to determine the 
resources needed to deal 
with unusual weather con-
ditions in and around Flor-
ence.

“In preparation for fore-
casted storm events, we 
receive weather briefings 
and participate in webi-
nars put on by the National 
Weather Service Portland 
Office. These briefings are 

for Emergency Manage-
ment and response agen-
cies in their region. Myself 
and other staff receive this 
information frequently. We 
receive this info for heavy 
rain events, wind events, 
potential flooding events, 
high heat events and, in 
this case, snow and ice 
events. It is important to 
note that our Public Works 
Department is on call 24/7 
to address anticipated and 
unanticipated issues within 
the City,” she said.

According to Messmer, 

Public Works Director 
Mike Miller uses the infor-
mation to prepare his crews 
for potential response. In 
the case of this weekend’s 
forecast, Public Works 
readied the equipment for 
sanding operations to re-
spond to ice and snow on 
the roads. In doing so, they 
also identify specific staff 
members as the point peo-
ple to respond and do the 
first checks based on the 
weather. 

The city also made sure 
equipment was ready to re-
spond to downed trees and 
other hazards.

“Luckily, this weekend 
was fairly mild in town 
compared to other areas of 
the state and on the north 
coast,” Messmer said. “Our 
crews did respond to a 
downed tree on Rhodo-
dendron Drive early Sun-
day morning. (Monday) 
morning they were out ear-
ly performing sanding op-
erations on city streets and 
will continue to do so until 
about noon. We also antic-
ipate that they will resume 
sanding operations late this 

evening or the middle of 
the night based on the tem-
perature forecast.”

Public Works’ facilities 
and parks crews also salt 
high-traffic walkways at 
city facilities and some 
parks, all of which were 
able to remain open.

Accuweather forecasted 
additional snow by the end 
of Tuesday, with greater ac-
cumulation possible if the 
current front moves slowly 
through this area.

State Rep. David 
Gomberg, House District 
10, released a statement 
on Monday urging Orego-
nians to exercise caution 
if they must venture out-
doors.

“A cold front from Can-
ada spread across the Pa-
cific Northwest on Sunday 
morning, triggering win-
ter storm warnings for ar-
eas west of the Cascades. 
The change is beautiful. 
But the cold and ice can 
also be daunting,” he said. 
“This weather is expected 
to bring heavy snow and 
sustained temperatures 
below freezing, resulting 

in potential transporta-
tion failures, and possible 
disruptions to power and 
communications. Winter 
weather is especially dan-
gerous for anyone experi-
encing homelessness and 
can also pose a greater risk 
for older adults and people 
with disabilities.”

The Florence Emergency 
Cold Weather Shelter re-
sponded to the conditions 
by opening the shelter on 
Christmas Day, Dec. 25. 
The shelter, which uses 
individual, heated Pallet 
Shelters, will continue to be 
open nightly through New 
Year’s Eve, Friday, Dec. 31. 
People needing the shel-
ter can catch a ride from 5 
to 6 p.m. at Siuslaw Public 
Library, Safeway, Linda’s 
Laundry on 37th Street or 
Fred Meyer. The shelter 
is located north of town, 
across from Sand Ranch on 
Highway 101. Find more 
details at www.facebook.
com/FECWS.

The Emergency Cold 
Weather Shelter can use 
donations of hats, gloves, 
wrapped snacks, hand 
warmers and small packs of 
hand sanitizer.

According to Greg Wood, 
pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church of the Siuslaw and 
one of the coordinators 

of the FECWS, the small 
shelters available to the un-
housed have been well uti-
lized since they opened last 
week.

On Tuesday, he said, “We 
have 22 people here from 
last night and right now 
we have people waiting 
for rides to come out here 
for tonight. We had three 
staff members on site for 
the night and I have just 
walked around to make 
sure everyone is up.

The FECWS opens when 
the temperature nears 40 or 
the conditions are so chal-
lenging it is unsafe for indi-
viduals to live outside. The 
need for volunteers to staff 
the shelter has been met, 
to this point in time, and 
Wood expects that trend 
to continue while the is in 
operation. 

“We expect to remain 
open at least through the 
weekend, and possibly lon-
ger if this cold, rainy weath-
er continues,” Wood said. 
“We are very appreciative 
of the folks that have volun-
teered and we are very hap-
py to be able to serve these 
members of our commu-
nity. … The support from 
the community has been 
overwhelmingly positive 
and things are going really 
well, so far.”
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We are open and 
ready to assist you!

Johnston Motor Company 
Since 1939

2150 Hwy. 101 • Florence
(541) 997-3475 • 1-800-348-3475

Call today to schedule an appointment.

541.991.4475

Getting rid of 'Huh?' 
for over 20 years

HEARING
ASSOCIATES

of Florence
Scott C. Anderson, Au.D.  
 Steven G. Anderson, Au.D.

FLORENCE • 1901 Hwy 101, Ste A

HearingAssociatesofFlorence.com

Florence's ONLY 
doctors of audiology

News and views that defi ne our community.

Siuslaw News
Print, Digital, Mobile and More

thesiuslawnews.com
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This message brought to you by:

...need a friend?

If you would like to meet them

 or any of their friends, please visit us at:

OREGON COAST HUMANE SOCIETY

2840 Rhododendron Drive • Florence • 541-997-4277

 www.oregoncoasthumanesociety.org 

Open 11am-4pm 7 days a week • Closed Noon-1pm for lunch 

MEET IZZY

Looking for love in a 

53-pound package? Izzy฀
could be the girl for you!

This petite two-year-old฀
shepherd is all smiles on her฀
walks and eager to please.฀
Izzy could live with a dog her 

size, and is energetic enough 

for any adventure. Please฀
visit our website if you’d like฀
to consider adding Izzy to฀
your family!

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Get Results...List With Mike.

Mike Blankenship

Broker

541 991-7826

Rose Hill Rd #1300 – In-

credible views of the North 

Fork River and valley, city 

and ocean on clear days. 

Beautiful, mature trees and 

flat area for a recreational 

getaway, or check with the 

County for a potential home 

site. This 23.23 acres is 

close to town yet secluded. 

$200,000. #3231-21211621

1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. 

The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide 

unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, 

clinically proven for stationary and portable use, during the day and at night, 

and can go virtually anywhere — even on most airlines. 

Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-557-1912

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only  2The 
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group 
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 
41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 
176447  Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Reg-
istration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H License# 2705169445 License# 
262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

It was a beautiful sight in 

Historic Old Town Florence on 

Monday morning as a couple 

inches of snow covered build-

ings and streets. While the Flor-

ence area got minimal snow, 

other places in the region got a 

lot of snow. 

Photos By Mark Brennan, 

Zac Burtt & Chantelle 

Meyer
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