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Graases

Cnostox, Or,, Aug. 13, 1887.
Editor Willamette Farmer:

We read in the Scriptures that “all
flesh is as grass' Metaphorically, this
is 0. The herbivora cat gase and we
eat them. Even the carmivora may be
said to eat grass, for, the animals they
eat are herbivorous. Man isan archost,
and is omniverous, eating both vege
tables and flesh as food. Without grass
the herbivoroa eould not live, and, with-
out the the herbivora the carnivora
would die,

The deep importance ol grass resls
here: Our hones, cattle, shoep, goats,
and in & great measure swine and poul-
try eat vegetable food. Hence, these
domestic animals eould not live; and,
sequently we would be deprived of their
use, Civilization would cease without
these quadrupeds. Fven the quadru-
munia and bipeds, nay, even the fish of
the deep sea, and of the fresh waters of
our rivers and lakes would all die with-
out vegetable food.

The farmer all over the world is de-
pendent upon the flora, grass and hay.
These uphold the world. The best
grasses for our soil and climate, so far as
my experience goes, are the following:

Timothy. For hay this has few equals.
Cut at’ the right time—just before it is
blooming —and well cursd and put un-
der cover, it keeps sweet for a long time
and even improves with age. If rats
and mice are kept out of it, and a floor
above the ground, it will keep good for
three, lour or even five years. Itisa
rich, strong and lasting feed ; but if fed
too freely is costive, and said to be fever-
ish. Whether we will ever get a better
grass for hay, is doubtful. It requires
a moist, rich soil to do its best. It does
no good on high, rocky. dry land
Timothy is not a pasture grass; it is
true that all stock are fond of timothy
while it is young ; but if you pasture it
much it will not maks grod hay. Seat-
tered through th: wood s in openings, it
makes good early pasturss. Stock are
very fond of it.

Wheat: Few paopl: are aware of the
fact that whilst sown on rich land and
thick, cut early, and well caed for,
makes one of the very best of hiys It
is rich, sweel and very healthy. All
kinds of stock are passionatsly fond of
it. I am surprised that more wheat is
not sown, especially for hay, In our
dry climate, fine huy may be made of
wheat, oats, barley, rye—ocut early—
corn sown thitk. makes excellant feed,
but is of no val 3¢ here for it molds and
actually stinks in the mow in our damp
win.ers. 1 have grown three tons of
good, sweet hay, per acre,

Meadow Grass:  This a gox! pasture
Erass On rich, moist land. It is worth-
less on poor, dry 1.ond.

Blue Girass :  On very rich, il possible,
lime-stone soil, or granite, is best. Dry
land herve is worihl'ss for blue grass.
It is upproductive for hay, upl.ss on
very rich, moist land, It is not here,
properly, a hay grass.  Its turf is hard

o eradicate. I do not recommend it at
all.

Red top: On very rich. moist soil,
makes a moderately fair boy, 1 have
never succeaded with it unly on

land almost wet. I do not recommend it

Italian tirass. | have been trying w
grow it lor ten or twelve vear/, but here
I'll have 1o give it up.

Lincoln Girass: 1 bhave had rv per
sonal experience with it. My neighbors
grow it and like it both for hay® and
pasture. It will grow on poor, dryer
land than most other grasses. Hence
is valuable for dry, high, hill lands.

Orehard Gruss: I have grown this
grass for thirty years. For early past-
ure it is god. The hay is ouly second
rate. It is & very bardy. vigorous grass,
and will grow well on any good land

not too wet. It ripens too early, right
in our early summer rains; the crop
being often lost by rain. It is better for
early pasture than anything else.

I wish here to state, any kind of hay
may be preserved and kept sweet and
rich, by usiag salt water, aprinkling the
hay over as you mow itaway, Still bet-
better, molasses, salt and water mixed
and sprinkled well as put in the barn,
not only presorves your hay and makes
stock eat it better, but will keep saway all
rats and mice from running through it.
The mixture §earth, § molasses, § water.
This we used to preserve our prairie
bay with, in Illinois and Yowa. The
salt and molasses makes stock very fond
of the hay. The molasses may be left
out, save for poor hay.

This being & very important subjoot—
grasses—wo will say something more in
another article, and will speak of alfalla,
clover and wild onts. Wild oats, you'll
say? Yes Wild oata are adapted to
our dry eclimate, they make fine hay
pasture, and are green when everything
else is parched up.

Alfslfa: I will say in advaace, I
think, at lcast with me, that, except in &
few places, iy a Liilure in our valley.

But of clover, and espesially wild oats,
they are a grand success. 1'1l show you.

A few more words on grasses. Ina
world like ours it is necessary to view
things as they are as near as may be.
The constitation and order of nature,
as viewed from the farmers’ standpoint,
may be worth eur attention.

All the forces around seom to have,
each in its particular sphere, an office
to perform and an object in view. Light
radiates from the sun for & purpose and
an end. Light plays upon plants and
enables them to analyze oxygen, hydro-
gen, & small per cent of nitrogen, car
bon, ammonia, and convert these into
food. Light plays on the leaves and
there too, as both stomach and lungs,
Heart gives life, warms and sets up with
attraction and repul.ion, it seperates
the useful from the non-useful, and by
the aid of magnetism circulates the pre-
pared fluids—the blood of the plants—
throungh the cells, and thus builds an
organism which we term a plant. This
affords all the inorganic elements neces-
sary to build the framework of this little
organism, as well as, in rome degree,
affords organic elements. These ace
absorbed by the springi-les and around
through the capilliary attraction, up to
the leaves. This is the undigested sap.
The leaves. through the aid of light,
heat, electricity and magnetism, convert
into digested sap, with which the vital
force builde the cells and tissues of our
little plant. Sea the little petals, sta-
mens, pistils, anthers, rtigma, building

opment of “this little thing of life.,”
Here is life. The little plant is worthy
of our notice. This little thing, tiny,
indeed, hag within it the deep down
principles of organized life. This tiny
little one is & number of the great floral
world. Upon the floral world rests the
journal. See then of what vast import-
ance, 1o us, is & knowledge of plant
growth. Plants existed ages belore ani-
mals ; for, no unimal eould live prior to
plants, Upon plants soimals  live,
Hence the use and beanty of plants or
griss.

The herbivorous, earnivorous, muti-
lates, and llllad.l'ﬂlbmla fis well us Lipeds,
etc., all depend directly or indirectly
upon the floral kingdom for food. The
horninidw, to which man may be said o
belong, is pre-eminently related to the
vegetable kingdom. Clarly, then, we
may say with the inpred man: *All
flesh is us grass.” BSo well thus far:
Clover: Clover requires a deep, rich,
calearous soil and plenty of rain during
its growth. Now, our valley is not a
calearous one, nor do rains fall her all
the growing season, Hence it is not a
first-rate clover country. Clover, when
properly grown, and properly oured,
makes gowl hay ; but in our damp win-

up, purifying and perfecting the devel-

ters molds more or less. The large, red
clover in by far the best for pastnre and
hay. It is not ss good hay as timothy
or wheat hay. Nordo I think it will,
save in a few places, succeed in our soil
and climate. I have often tried alfalla
but it universally fails. In heavily tim-
bered lands, when oleared, clover does
reasonably well, and is fine pasture.
In Jows, in Illinois and portions of Mis-
sourl clover grew magnificently. We
used to get two orups, and from two to
three tons per acre. Clover is difficult
to save. Clover is & great renovator ol
land. Its roots run deep and its large
leavea draw heavily from the air. Be-
sides its large roots, in rotting, leave the
soil open and porous as well as rich,
Wheat, or indeed any crop, does well af-
ter clover. I think if clover was drilled
two feet or more apart, and cultivated, it
would do far better in our dry summers
and yield double. If this was done, af-
ter the first crop was out, it would make
a grand pasture, I never saw clover
baled ; unless very dry it would spoil,
perhaps. When very dry, it does not
weigh as heavily ma wheat hay or
timothy.

One grandure for clover is manural
qualitics. Here: In Illinois we kept
up two milk cows, stabled, curried and
bedded them. We mowed clover of
mornings and fed the cows with it in
the evening along with chopped corn,
oats, barley and wheat, The clover they
honestly ate during ..tho night. The
cows had all the pure, cool well water
they desired, and a small lot to run in
during the day. In the lot was several
large shade trees. Under these trees the
cows quietly layed and chewed their
cuds, What was the result? They
poured down the milk. We made 12
and 14 pounds of milk per wesk from
those two cows. They were the com:
mon rerub cattle at that.

Now, we saved the urine and manure
mixed with the stems and litter from
the clover fed. On the ground we
mowed, we applied, from the manure
tank, the manure made by these two
cows, scatlering it well among the clo-
ver bunches. The rain—I[or it rained
in Illinois in summer—washed down
manure to the roots of the clover and
“made it just naturaly sweet,”

There was only an acre of the clover,
but it kept the cows “in clover” the en-
tire growing season. 1l ours was a lime
stone #oil, and it reined during the
growing season we could grow clover,
wo, o, But—yes, but I would prefer
wheat bhay t3 clover, every time, in this
country. Wild oats—We all bhave to
“sow our wild oats.” But there is not
much use in sowing 'em hera! for they
are all ready sown and grow and spread
finely. They are hardly, vigarous, rich
as & gross, for hay, ifout early. A hard
freeze kills them root and branch ; but
they so thoronghly seed the ground that
the mere cold of our valley does but lit-
tle barm to them generally. Ouar soil
and clima‘e suita wild oats. I'ts no trick
for 'em to grow. We don't have to sow
‘e either, they are already “thar.
Some folks call 'em a pest, and some
folks cass 'em. No womder! The oats
are everywhere. In your garden your
potatoes, your tame oats, your wheat,
barley. rye, buckwheat, orehard, ete.

Wild oats have cost us millions. The
wiy we manage them they ouly in-
orease. Can they be killad out? Yes
You can mow them to death, You ean
get a good crop of bay off them and
then pastuce them, never letting them
go to wed. Summer fallow does not
kill them. The ground is full of seed,
and as long as the seed is in the ground
when the conditions are favorslde, they
will come up and grow. Yes, they'll
grow, for that's their business, their na-
tare. Yes, like & “gal,’ she loves, will
love, bound to love or “bust” They
can't help it, its so natural' They will
love, and oats will grow.

Now, wild oats are not like other pests.
We can make good use of them ; I have

said they make good hay, and they do.
I have #aid they afford fine pasture, and
they do. They don't kill the soil like
sorrel, nor poison it up like many other
seeds. We can utilize them, or we can
mew them to death. What! Shall it be
said that we can not kill out sosrel, nor
thistle, nor French pink, nor wild oats,
Shame.” I tell you we can kill them,
we must kill them or they'll kill ua
Osta can utilize and kill, the others we
can only kill

What! In a country like ours. One
of the grandest on eirth. Grand in
olimate, grand in soil, grand in snow-
capped peaks, grand in vast mountain
ranges, laved by the grandest of oceans,
lined by the mightiest of rivers sur-
rounded by immeasurable forests, dark
and darkly green—and yet let a fow
weods ruin ns. “Up! and at'em.” Use
them as grass or hay or kill 'em or they
will kill you. Choose, choose boldly.

A. F, Davipsox,

Jesdes to Ploneers.

When two prominent stockholders in
the Clicago & Northwestern Railroad
Company visitsd Oregon last summer,
they dined at the summit of the
Cascad s, at or near where the line of
the Oregon Pacific railroad is now laid
Amonget the after dinner exercises, that
of giving new names torpoints of inter-
est in the vicinity so engaged their at-
tention, that it is understood they left
but one nctable obj et in the locality, to
go by its former name. That one i the
comparatively low peak, nearest the
pass, on the South Mount. Washington.
They refrained [rom filching from the
Father of his countiy.

Big Lake, on the w'st of the mount
ains, so named by the first owners and
buil lers of the W. V. & C. N. (Lebanon)
wagon road, they named Blair Lake.
Haystock Butte was named Hoggs
Mountain, and the pass which is a nar-
row d file between itand s similar rocky
butte north of it, they called Hoggs'
Pass. The rema kable cathederal like
moun Ain, with its more than forty
rocky pnacles, called locally, “Three
Fingered Jack, they gave a new name,
It may be conceded that the last name
mentioned a8 well as the fimst, could be
bettered with no damage to anyene, but
it must also be said that the men of
more action than ideas, who first found
it necessary to apply names 1) these
places or things, had the best right to
name them, In so lar as the discovery
of that particular portion of the true
summit of the esscade range, as a low
point in such summil is to honor any-
one by its naming that honor, should be
oredited t» Hon., John B. Waldo. It
wis he who first made such & critical
observation of the summit ridge there,
s to form the opinion that it was lower
than the old Minto Pass, which is =ome
eight or nine miles to the north, The
search for this pusway through the
Onscade range, has been pursued so
long and by so0 many different persons
that even a very big notice of these now
would make quite a

Hitory: When the white people
ple first began to settle in  the
Willa nette  valley there wis &
traditizn  afloat amorgt the In-

dians of & trail through the Santiam
valley, once in common use by their
people, but which had fullen into disuse
and beon sbandoned as the result of &
bloody buttle, This battle had the effect

fought it into two distinet tribes, the
Mollalas who thereafter held the west
side of the Cascade range and the Cay-
uses who took jossession of the west

Umatills. Thisis Rev. J. L. Parrish's
version of the tradi.ion gathered while
learning the Indi .u language =s & mis
sionary 47 years ago. Al thai date there
was & trail nsed by trappers setiled in
the Willamette valler and traders of the

“m Com [ mha
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of permanently dividing the people who ||

side of the Blue mo.antains south of the | !

and passed the range in two days march
on horseback.~ Undoubtedly it was the
eastern ontgo of thistrail that was noted
by Lieut. Fremont as coming out of the
mountains into the p lain of the Des-
Chutes near Black Butte as he passed
that point in 1843, although it is prob-
able that the trail so noted was the east
out go of another which led westward
into Fish Lake vall:y and thence across
Iron Mountiin into the Bouth Santiam
villey which later become known as the
Wiley trail.

This paper is the beginiiag of an ex-
act nistory of the causes which led to
the discovery and adoption of what is
likely (in the near [uture) to be the
most imporiant channel of commerce
through the Btate of Oregon and will
be continued at the option of the new
owners of this paper.

Prom Wool to Gloshing.

The total amount of wool prodaced in
the United States lnst year was estimat-
ed to be 322,000,000 Ibs. in round num-
bers. In addition thereto, 117,840,000
Ibe. of foreign wool were imported into
this conntry, making the tota! supply
available for domestic consumption
about 440,000,000 lbe. in ronnd nom-
bers. The greater portion of this great
quantity of wool, representing the fleeces
of more than 70,000,000 sheep, was pro-
duced with the direct objeot of supply-
ing exi t'ng requircments. That is to
say, wool is not, like hiles, an offal by-
product of another industry. The
wholesale clothiers, the tailors, the
cloak-makers and dress-makers, and
shirtmukers, and carpet dealers are call-
ed upon by the public to furnish the va-
rious producta of the woolen mills in a
completed form, ready for use. These
manufacturers and dealers, in their

turn, call upon the mills for the pro-
ducts of the loom, and the owners of
the mills go to the wool merchant, and
purchase such flecoes as will produce
the goods which they have sold or ex-
pect to sell, It is to meet these com-
plex requirements that the farmer or
ranchman raises shecp and shears their
wool,
‘ml;!om-:‘ the“t:iol:’diuon ol the elothin
carpet gooda trades,
the statvs of the 3omuue wooden in-
dustry, are all important factors in de
termining what  the supply of wool
should be. If the wholesale clothing
and carpet and dry goods trades are de-
nressed use many people are out of
employment and unable to buy goods,
or il the woolen industry is lﬂ&ﬂl‘in‘
through s misconstruotion of the tariff
which permita large importations of for-
eign woollens, the resnlt appears ina e
duced demand for wool. his lessened
demand is followed by a reduction of
price, and when the price falls so low
thut it is no loonger remunerative to the
[armer or ranchmen he kills his shoep,
and thus lessens his supply of wool for
another season.

The wool grower, therelore, is greatly
interested in prompting such a condition
of the wholesale elothing and carpet and
(!:3’ goods and woolen manufacturing
industries, as will insure 8 demand for
his tleeces: for it is only through & pros

rous condition of the industries al-
I:uircl to that a bnoyant and active wool
market can be obtained. The shoe and
leather industry is & large and impor-
tant one, but the hides which constitu
it ruw material are & mere by-product
of the process of producing butter,
cheese. and boef. Nobody in the United
Ntates produces cattle for the sake of

their hides. Cattle are ralsed for dairy
purposes or for  beel, and the sales of
their Lides is merely accidental. Hence
comparisons between the warifl status of
wool wod hides, or betweon the relations
of leather and woolen cloth to their res-

wolive raw sterials are unwarranted.

Most of the sheep in the United States
are bred and raised for the sake of their
fleecos, and when the demand for woel
diminizhes the farmer reduces his tlock
Our domestic wool industry, in its com-
leteness, comprises the wholesale eloth-
ing trade, the dry goods interests, the
carpet and woolen manafacturing indus
tries and the wool growing indastries
The woul grower caunot be prosperous
unless the consuming branches of indus-
try are in & salisfactory condition.—
American Wool Reporter.
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