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Conserving gas proves that choices can be
both financially and environmentally friendly

JACK LAMMERS

Temperatures climb
as summer approaches
and, unfortunately, so do
gas prices. Some analysts
predict six dollars per
gallon by this summer;
others say even more.
There is no need to be
alarmed, just open up your
mind to some alternatives
to driving. If you absolutely
cannot take your foot off
of the gas pedal, there are
other ways to save.

In Portland, we are lucky
enough to have access
to an expansive public
transportation system. With
buses heading to and from
the city throughout the day,
this is a great alternative
to driving and reduces
emissions while increasing
the livability factor.
Another great method
of transportation aside
from buses is the MAX
Light Rail. Anything from
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The 35 TriMet bus operates in West Linn and the Portland Metro area
for the service of commuters. With one of the most expansive public
transportation systems in the United States, TriMet provides a viable
and financially friendly alternative in the wake of soaring gas prices.
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Now let’s say you decide
that you have to drive
somewhere. If that’s the

place to park.

If you plan on travelling
locally, picking up a
bicycle could be a good
option, benefitting both

case, try grouping trips
together, planning them
out in a way that saves you
gas and time in the long
run.

Some in-car tricks to
increase fuel economy,
include lightening the
amount of weight you
carry in your car. An extra
100 pounds increases
fuel consumption by 1
to 2 percent. Fill up your
tank when it is still half
full. When the fuel tank
is low, the engine is more
likely to receive a less
steady amount of gas and
can make the engine less
efficient.

Slowing down, using
cruise control, and
accelerating smoothly
all add to fuel economy

by making the engine
work less. Conversely,
speeding can reduce fuel
efficiency by as much as
30 percent. Try using the
air conditioner and heater
sparingly because it can
cause the engine to work
harder. However at higher
speeds, air conditioning is
shown to allow for better
gas mileage than rolling
down the windows.

- We have to make better
choices for ourselves and
our planet. We are all
granted the freedom of
choice from the purchases
we make to the engines
we rev. Conserving gas
provides benefits whether
through saving money or
improving the quality of
the environment.




