
' i r
- v/y;>.

« » > UK delay In getting  this
tS  w heat s ta rted  across

i the world w as occa-
r »lffV>»” -i stoned by th e  uncer­

ta in  judgm ent of the 
m anager. He sen t a 

sam ple on to the S t  Louis zone agent 
fo r test, which verified his Judgm ent as 
to  grade. He then w fn t about his usu­
a l duties, cleaning the grain, filling his 
bins, and shipping out as regularly  as 
he could In maximum carload quanti­
ties, In order to  economize the use of 
ca rs  In tim e o f congestion. He was 
carefu l to  keep his records very 
s tra ig h t as to da tes and quan tities of 
w heat purchased, on hand, and shipped 
out, for the G rain C orporation requ ires 
w eekly reports and full de tails of 
transactions.

Selling W heat to  Government.
BOUT 29 days a f te r  the 

fa rm er brought In his 
< J  w heat there cam e a re- 

r [ \  q  quest to th is e leva to r for
M t W \ i  a  carload to be purchas- 

ed by the G rain C orpora­
tion. So one of our 

w heat bushels w as poured Into a  ca r 
which m iraculously had appeared  on 
th e  siding a t  a  tim e w hen car shortage 
■was troubling the  en tire  com m ercial 
■world. Inquiry  m ight have show n th a t

reel supervision. The corporation 
charges each m iller 1 per cent o f the 
value of the w heat he grinds to cover 
the costs of adm inistering  the cor­
po ra tio n ; for the $50,000,000 capita l Is 
to  be returned to the United S tates 
T reasury , unim paired.

The agreem ent has Its com pensa­
tion, however, for the policy of Uncle 
Sam is to provide each mill w ith all 
w heat possible. To do so, every mill 
signing up was required  to fu rn ish  an 
estim ate  of its  possible milling capaci­
ty fo r the season. T his nation-w ide 
survey of milling capacities, when bal­
anced against the available supply of 
w heat, enables the G rain C orporation 
to  equalize supplies in a way never 
done before. In fact, the schedule of 
prices arranged  fo r the prim ary m ar­
kets had fo r an object this equaliza­
tion. For Instance, if the proprie to r 
of an e leva tor a t  Maryville, Mo., 40 
m iles n o rtheast of St. Joseph, and 456 
m iles from Chicago, desires to m arket 
w heat he has available these m ark e ts: 
St. Joseph, M o.; K ansas City, M o.; 
St. Louis, M o.; Chicago. 111., and New 
York City, N. Y. To ascerta in  the 
m ost advantageous price fo r him , he 
would w ork It ou t on  the basts of the 
follow ing tab le :

From  th is table  you can see w hat I
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Loading W heat a t an A tlan tic  P o rt fo r th e  Allies.

the G rain ■Corporation w as m aking a 
large purchase fo r the Allies and was 
utilizing Its knowledge o f available 
stocks by hav ing  on th e  Job a tra n s­
portation  s tra teg is t—Edw urd Cham­
bers, vice presiden t o f the S an ta  Fe. 
Mr. Cham bers w as assisting  the Food 
A dm inistration and has a rem arkable  
“w ay w ith h im .” Even before he was 
called to ass ist Mr. McAdoo, the TMrec- 
to r G eneral, h is suggestions to the ra il­
roads had a w onderful efTect In d is­
couraging th e ir hesitancy  as  to finding 
availab le  cars  and in c learing  up con­
gestions th a t looked as  though they  
never could be uncongested.

H ew  U nde 'S am  Keeps th e  W hip
E ase  In getting  the needed cars  w as 

one of the advan tages enjoyed by th is 
p a rticu la r e leva to r a f te r  signing the 
vo lun tary  agreem ent w hich ceded to 
th e  G rain  C orporation th e  righ t to  con­
tro l sto rage  and  d irec t sh ipm ents and 
sales o f all w heat bought by th e  pro­
p rie tor.

W hile voluntary, th is  agreem ent Is 
alm ost compulsory since ra ilroads give 
p rio rity  recognition to  G rain  C orpora­
tion requests fo r c a rs ;  and  e leva to rs 

, o r m ills outside th e  official fold m ust 
“ru s tle "  fo r them selves. In re tu rn  the 
G overnm ent g uaran tees  th e  e leva tor 
p rop rie to r aga in s t losses and  p ro tec ts 
him  In every way as  to p rice and  pays 
him ren ta ls  for all sto rage  space requi­
sitioned by I t

All e levators, local and  term inal, 
m ust take  out licenses o r  face a  shu t­
down. W hat Is the  pow er o f th e  li­
cense! I t requ ires the o pera to r to  lay 
all cards on the tab le  a s  to  h is busi­
n e ss  dealings. For the tim e of the 
w ar th e  e levator becomes a  public u til­
ity  and  I ts  p roprie to r m ust fu rn ish  in­
fo rm ation  as to his business a t  any 
tim e when required  by th e  G rain Cor­
poration . Each week be m ust m ake 
an d  m all reports show ing th e  am ount 
•of w heat, rye, o r th e ir  derivatives, p u r­
chased, stored, and shipped.

U nder p resen t license term s, the li­
censee can keep on hand fo r only 30 
days, unless he obtains a  special per­
mit, any  stocks o f these g ra ins or 
th e ir  derivatives. He is also forbid­
den Is  con tract fo r the sale o f any 
product which can not be delivered 
w ith in  80 days a f te r  th e  con trac t Is 
made.

How th e  W heat W as Milled.
Away w ent ou r bushel of w heat on 

Its Journey to th e  term inal, w here It 
m et o th er bushels o f w heat from  all 
p a rts  of the te rrito ry  th a t fed this 
m a rk e t T here It w as regarded for 
special requirem ents, m arked fo r Im­
m ediate m illing and rolled on to a 
la rge  mill In Illinois. The m iller 
bought the w heat from  the G rain Cor­
poration , for each m iller In th e  U nit­
ed S ta te s  Is under license also, and 
most o f them have filled out ano ther 
voluntary  agreem ent which hinds them 
e ith e r to  purchase all supplies from 
th e  G rain C orporation o r  under Its <1-

w heat would bring a t  five d ifferent | 
m arkets If shipped from M aryville, i 
Mo.:

St. K an sas St.
F . A. O. C. Joseph . C ity Louis,

m a rk e ts . Mo. Mo. Mo.
B ase p rice .................. 02.15 $2.15 $2.18
R a te  p e r  100 pounds .065 .095 .1175
R a te  p e r  b u sh e l........ .039 .055 .0705
N et p r i c e ............. 2.111 2.095 2.1096

New
K. A. O. C. Chicago. York

m ark e ts . III. C ity.
B ase p rice  ................. .$2.20 $2.28
R a te  p e r  100 pounds , .1475 .3005
R a ta  p a r  bush«!____........ .0885 .1803
Net price  .................. 2.0997

U nder these conditions the proprieto r : 
would probably sell ut St. Joseph or 
Chicago, according to his Inclination, j 

T he tab le  fu r th e r Illu stra tes the [ 
equalization of prices and Indicates to 
w hat ex ten t the m iller is protected 
when buying w heat In any territo ry . 
Through thla plan discrim inations 
against the producer, the m iller, and j 
the consum er a re 'e lim in a ted  so fa r  as 
it seem s bum auly possible under a  
plan  of such trem endous proportions.

H ESE schedules a rran g ­
ed fo r the various 
m arkets a re  veritab le  
“price dam s” to pre- 
vent the overflowing 
o f the stream  of 
w heat a t  any single 

m arket. They also tend to correct 
many abuses p revalen t In the past, 
such as  cu tth ro a t m ethods adopted by 
m ills to secure supplies and Indiscrim i­
na te  moving of w heat to term inals.

F o r all practical purposes the w heat 
business of the country  Is apportioned, 
an d  w henever possible mills a re  sup­
plied from  w heat In the te rrito ry  near- | 
e s t them . T his policy h a s  fo r an ob- 
Ject th e  saving o f w aste In transpor- 1 
tation . in  ano ther way saving Is 
m ade: Form erly large q u an titie s  of ' 
undergrade w heats have been difficult 
to dispose of on account « f  unco-ordl- j  
nated  purchase of the com peting m ills ; 
but u nder Uncle Sam 's dom ination 
each bushel of w heat m ust now go 
som ew here and the poorer w heat will 
move Just as free ly  a s  the m ore de­
sirab le  grades.

L im iting M illars' Profits.
T he n iiM ie  m iller who received the 

carlo t contain ing o a r  bushel of w heat 
milled It prom ptly and shipped Its flour 
to  a port fo r exportation . The m iller 
was perm itted  by th e  Food Adm inis­
tra tion  to make a fa ir  profit, not ex­
ceeding a m aximum of 25 cents per 
barrel on the flour and  a maximum 
profit o f 50 cen ts per ton on the feed­
stuff* left over. All mills, however, 
m ust furnish  a t  regu lar In tervals to 
th e  M illing Division full s ta tem en ts  of 
m anufacturing  costs, which a re  scru ­
tinized carefully . T he derivatives of 
th is w heat the m iller sold for domes­
tic consum ption, as th e  policy of the 
G overnm ent Is to keep In the United 
S ta tes  all availab le  feedstuff* In order 
to eucourage live-stock produst l—.

OUBLINQ the fa rm er’s 
share  of the w heat dol­
lar Is one of the w ar­
tim e Jobs Uncle Sam bas 
done since food control 
becam e possible. A fter

L v jf  *  five m onths of grap- 
pllng w ith the problem, 
Uncle Sum is now tran s­

la ting  Into the pockets of both produc­
ers and consum ers benefits derived by 
the Nation. He has shu t off specula­
tion, produced a free m arket and 
m ovem ent of all g rades of w heat, cut 
expenses and induced a  norm al flow of 
w heat in na tu ra l directions, and ef­
fected a thousand o th er economies.

The Food A dm inistration G rain Cor­
poration, which superv ises the sale, o r 
Itself buys every bushel of w heat p ro ­
duced In the N ation in Its progress 
from  country  e leva tor to foreign buy­
ers o r dom estic consum ers, m arks a 
new step  tow ard national efficiency. 
How In four sho rt m onths It has been 
done Is told In the following episodes 
w herein tw o bushels o f w heat traveled  
to  m a rk e t

One fine fall afternoon , Col. Bill 
Jenktns, who farm s som ew here In Mis­
souri, loaded his w heat Into a wagon 
and drove along th e  black road th a t 
led across (he p ra irie  to tow n. W hen 
be reached th e  co-operative e levator 
o f which he was a stockholder, be 
pulled up on the scales, checked his 
gross w eights carefully , and began is  
unload. The m anager cam e out and 
a s k e d :

“W hen you w ant to  sell th is w heat?” 
"I dunno,” he answ ered . “One 

tim e’s about ns good as an o th e r— 
these  days. ’T  w on't weigh any m o re  
la te r ,” fee added, wtfh a dry smile.

“W heat shrinks a lot,” adm itted  the 
m anager. “I h ear the G overnm ent 
w an ts as much w heat ao it can get 
Just now—understand  The Allies do 
«at a  te rrib le  lot o f  It since the -war.” 

‘•W hat’s w heat to-dayT’ asked Col. 
Jenk ins, getting  In terested .

“Well, let :oe see,” pnrleyed the 
m anager. “I guess th is w heut'd be a 
good No. 2 under the new grades.” 

“G rades? Wlmt about g rades? T h a t 
Food A dm inistration seem s tom ilx Into 
m ighty nigh every th ing  from rabb its  
to  ax le  grease.”

“ Hold on. Colonel,” said ISie eleva­
to r  man, good-naturedly. “T he Food 
A dm inistration  is not to  blame. Con­
gress passed th e  ac t and told the De­
p artm en t of A griculture to fix the 
grades. They becam e effective last 

-iul.v. I sen t out a le tte r  on It.”
“Well, I guess -you b e tte r sell for 

■the best yon can,” said t h e  farm er. 
“I am needed a t home.” And he drove 

■away.
A New O rder In th e  Grain World.

C N V EnSA TIO N S of th is 
V t  kind might have taken
' place in alm ost every
l town In the greut grain

halt of the N ation * ft- 
e r  A ugust 10; fo r revo­
lution In .grain m arket­

ing was taking place. Uncle Sum 
'had s ta rted  on th is  rem arkab le  ex­
p e r im e n t;  he w as going to  aee w heth­
e r w heat could be m arketed  m inus 
rake-offs to tbe speculators, (This 
[necessitated  com plete control by the 
■Government o f sto rage  facilities, tran s­
porta tion  and d is trib u tiv e  agencies, 

an d  the m arketing  m achinery fo r 
w heat and rye.

Everybody was tro u b le d ; m ost o f 
a ll , th e  officials o f th e  Food Adm inis­
tra tio n  G rain C orporation who bad 
undertaken , w ithout sa la ry . and  a t  tb e  
sacrifice  of the ir personal -connection 
w ith  the grain  trade , te  wnip in to  
sh ap e  the forces th a t would drive fo r­
w ard  the big business m achine for 
m arketing  American w heat. A single 
c o n tro l; and a $50,090,90© nonprofit- 
m aking corporation to do the work.

T h is work is a necessary a rm  of the 
Food A dm inistration , allowing the 
G overnm ent to do baslnem  quickly 
s a d  w ithout red tape. Its stock Is held i 
la  tru s t by the P residen t o f  the U nit- j 
ed S ta tes . For the tim e o f  th e  w ar It 
will -supervise the ra te  o r  purchase 
tbe p a r t com m ercially availab le  of the I 
600/100.000 bushels o f w heat and the ' 
00,009,900 su rp lus of rye grow n In 
Am erica in 1917. Its  Job Is to  find a  
m arket for every bushel. Irrespective 
o f class and grade. U nder its  p a tron ­
age, w heat screenings a re  moving Just 
as easily  a s  No. 1 N orthern . It m ust 
also work out sa tisfac to rily  the local 
prices fa r w heat a t each of alm ost 
20,000 country e levator points, ad just 
thousands of com plaints, organize the 
gathering  and  analysis o f date . Inspect 
concerns reported  as dealing unfairly , 
solve vexatious d isagreem ents among 
the trade, ai*d deal effectively wltn the 
a llies’ purchasing agen t and the neu­
tra ls  who may desire  to purchase.

In the early  days, following the de­
term ination  of prices fo r 1917 w heal 
by the P residen t’s F a ir  P rice  Commis­
sion, confusion es ls ted  In every p art of 
‘the w heat-producing regions. T h is was 
Intensified by the Inauguration  of the 
new grain  grades, a s  prom ulgated by 
the D epartm ent of A griculture, which 
took place about the sam e time, and 
led lo diverse com plaints and a feel­
ing among farm ers th a t the G rain Cor­
poration of the Food A dm inistration 
was responsible for both th e  price a* 
determ ined and s tr ic te r  observance of 
grain  grades. But the corporation was 
rtsosnslb lo  fo r n e ither a c t  I t Is pure.

!y an adm in istra tive arm  of the Gov­
ernm ent formed to  buy grain or super­
vise ita ta le  a t th e  prices determ ined 
by the commission, and It m ust do ita 
w ork on the basis of the new grades. 
But to return  to our farm er and his 
expectations of price.

Introducing Two Bushels of W h ea t
Lying side by side In his wagon had 

been 2 bushels of w heat th a t fa te  had 
m arked for strangely  different ends. 
They w ere very much alike, those 
bushels of wheat, and to look a t  them 
you would not hnve suspected the 
strange and w onderful adventures in 
store for them. Yet one was destined 
to travel abroad for consum ption In 
F ran ce ; the o ther to find Its wny Into 
Georgia, w here It w as milled and its 
flour finally reached a New York 
baker on the E ast Side. B ut In the 
sum of the travels m ade by the two, 
as we shall follow them , will be un­
folded the In ternational panoram a of 
w heat m arketing  In tim e of war.

Finding a P rice a t  a  Country P o in t
High w ar costs of production gave 

our M issouri fa rm er much concern as 
to h is re tu rn s and accounted fo r his 
depression ev er the prospects of his 
Wheat “grading dow n” ; fo r th a t m eant 
a  reduction of 3 cen ts per bushel un- 
■der the Ne. 1 grade. B ut It graded 
No. 2.

The e leva to r w ould also deduct an 
additions; 5 cents a bushel to  cover the 
fixed charge made In th is locality for 
handling and selling. The 5-cent 
charge Included th e  commission o f l  
cent p e r  bushel custom ary in 1917 
among commission men for selling the 
wheat to dom estic 'm illers o r foreign 
buyers.

The elevator man w as none too sure  
as to  how to get a t  the p rice which 
this w heat should bring, l ie  knew 
considerably mono about hum an n a tu re  
than  freigh t ra te s  and decided to  
“Check up” th e  problem  to th e  neares t 
»one agen t o f th e  G rain C orporation. 
So he w rote a  le t te r  to  the rep resen ta ­
tive  stationed a t St. Louis. T h a t let­
te r  w as re fe rred  to  the traffic expert 
dn the New York office, who tran sm it­
ted the following ru le for determ ining 
the price of w heat a t  any  country 
po in t;

T here is  only one price fu r w heat at 
a country  point. T h a t p rice Is always 
to be a rrivée  a t by tak ing  as a  basis 
the price a t the most advantageous 
prim ary  m arke t w here w e ttrv e  fixed 
a price and deducting th e  fre ig h t ta  
th a t m arke t and a fa ir  handling profit. 
T h a t Is th e  price to  be paid Tor w heat 
a t any sta tio n , regardless of th e  point 
to  which K m ay be shipped.

W orking out the price which should 
be paid f e r  w heat a t  your sta tion  is 
a fine occupation for an off day. ’i f  
you canno t find the answ er, w rite to 
the Food A dm inistration G<raln Cor­
poration  4c New York C ity and Its 
traffic ex p e rt will give you ntd.
Finding th e  Price of No. 8 W heat a t 

Slkeston.
AKE an actual exam p le: 

An e levator man In 
Slkeston, Mo., w anted 
to know w hat price 
No. 2 w heat should 
bring a t  hi« sta tion  
when No. 1 w heat 

a t  New York City w as $2.28 p e r  bush­
el. H er*  Is how he w ent sh o u t U :

T he fre igh t ra ta  from  Stkestoa ta 
New York being lfl.08 cants p e r  bush- 
el, be deducted th a t from  $2.28 per 
bushel and  found tbe price a t  Slfcestoa 
to be $2.U©2. From thla be deducted 
1 p e r c e n tn e r  bushel fo r the commis­
sion firm’s  charges, which pu t ttio net 
price f. o. t .  Slkeston a t  $2.1002.

He next com pared this price w ith 
w hat he eould get If be »old a t  S t  
Louis, h is oearest prim ary m arket. At 
SL Louis the basic price is $2.1$ per 
bushel, and the freight ra te  from 
Slkeston to-St. Louis 6 cents p e r hush- 
el. T h is would make the Slkeston 
price $2.12, less 1 cent per bushel fo r 
selling charges, o r $2.11 neL The S t  
Louis price would therefore  govern, 
being advantageous to the Slkeston 
seller.

If ou r Im aginary 2 bushels o f w heat 
had s ta rted  from Slkeston, since It was 
a No. 2 grade, we m ust deduct 3 cents 
per bushel, which would bring the 
price f. o. b. the  elevator point to 
$2.0802 per bushel. As our Im aginary 
e leva to r mnn Is charging 5 cents per 
bushel fo r handling, which Includes 
the commission fee Just mentioned, we 
•deduct an additional 4 cents to arrive  
a t the price the farm er received. T his 
p rice would he $2.0402 a t the elevator. 
Sem e o f th a t 4 cents will re tu rn  to our 
fa rm er If the elevator prospers ; for It 
Is ow ned co-operatively.
W hen F arm er and EJevator Man Dis­

agree.
H ad th is elevator been owned by pri­

vate  firm or person, o r had It been a 
“line” p lan t, Col. Jenkins would not 
have been so hlnnd and trustfu l.

R e m ight have refused to  sell a t all 
and arranged  to sto re  his w heat o r h t 
might have taken It over to  a com 
petltlve concern which offered a high 
e r p r i c e ;  fo r  the Food A dm inistration 
bas not yet attem pted  to regulate the 
prices paid farm ers for w heal a t coon 
try  points. It dees, however, offer to 
sell fo r any fa rm er or fa rm ers’ organ­
ization w heat offered a t te rm 'nal 
paints, bu t m akes a commission charge 
of 1 per oent fo r its  eervloea.

oublia
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Milling C anadian W heat. 
| i f /« g H Il.E  our bushel was 

being milled a carlo t of 
w heat reached th is mill 
from Canndn. Im porta­
tion of C anadian w heat 
w ithout special consent 
being forbidden, the mill 

operatives became curious and made 
inquiries. T his w heat w as p art of a 
large supply which the G rain C orpora­
tion had brought inio the United S tates 
to  aid  In keeping the American mills 
running.

T here w as ano ther reason. Domes­
tic w heat w as not moving from the 
farm s as freely  ns the m illers needed 
it, and shortage forced the mills to  
operate  a t  a g rea t d isadvantage and, 
according to them, a t h igher costs.

The las t Journey stage  of our first 
bushel, although considerably changed 
In its  form, w as to  go as flour to  port 
under rush orders. I t now had right 
of way over all o ther c lasses of fre igh t 
except o th e r m unitions of war. Con­
sen t o f the W ar T rade  Board being 
obtained. It w as loaded on a  ship and 
passed safely  through th e  subm arine 
field to  F rance, w here It succored the 
hungry.

We s ta r te d  ou t to follow  th e  travels 
o f two bushels of w heat from the fnrm 
to  th e ir  points of consum ption under 
w ar condition w ith the U. S. Food Ad­
m in is tra tion  In control of the m arket­
ing. I  have previously discussed the 
Journeys o f these two bushels from 
The farm  to th e  e leva tor a t  the country 
point. H ere  they  parted  and one of 
them  passed on to  a term inal, and 
from  the term inal to a mill and from 
th e  mill to seaboard. T here  It w ent to  
F ran ce  for consum ption.
The O ther Bushel of W heat S ta r ts  

T raveling.
OW as to the  o th er bushel 

of w heat. A certa in  
Georgia m iller, In need 
of supplies, notified the 
G rain C orporation and 
received perm ission to 
buy on the open m arket. 

About the sam e tim e our co-operative 
e leva tor m anager had listed a  shipm ent 
w ith his term inal rep resen tative— a 
highly repu tab le  commission firm, also 
under G rain Corporation license. This 
firm caught wind of th e  Georgia o rder 
and secured perm ission to  sell the Mis­
souri w heat. The second bushel was 
am ong those poured in to  a ear and 
hustled along to its  destination . T his 
Shipment did not pass through any 
term inal m arket. It moved stra ig h t 
to A tlan ta , w here It w ent betw een the 
ro llers of the mill.

C ontrolling th e  Jobber by License.
Now, the flour which cam e from our 

second bushel of w heat was rolling 
serenely along In ano ther direction, 
bu t the ca r w as diverted by special o r­
der of the U. S. Food A dm inistra to r 
and received by a large wholesale Job­
ber In New York City. T h is Jobber 
also does business under a Food Ad­
m inistration  license, bu t adm inistered  
by the d istribu tion  divlson. U nder li­
cense term s the Jobbers m ust sell a t  
a fa ir  profit only, although the exact 
am ount of th is  profit Is no t de te rm in ­
ed, the Food AdrnVvistratlon reserv ing  
the righ t In each case to  eartl a h a lt 
when a licensee has gone “the lim it.”

m eans of control of the re ta ile r by 
making 'lie  Jobber a voluntary police­
man to his custom er. T he Jobber is 
licensed to sell only to trad ers  who 
deni fairly , and If It should tu rn  ou t 
thut a Jobber persists In doing busi­
ness w ith re ta ile rs  guilty of profiteer­
ing In stap les under control the Food 
A dm inistration has and may exercise 
the righ t to revoke the license of the 
Jobber.

The o ther p a rt of th is shipm ent con­
tained our second bushel of w heat and 
w ent over to the E ast Side Into a  sm all 
bnkery, which quickly made It Into 
cream y loaves. These loaves w ere 
placed In groceries and delicatessens 
and the next day w ere efften by hun­
gry little  boys and girls w ith d a rk  
eyes and big noseo and quain t ways.

Brings O ut S tartling  T ruths.
G overnm ent control has brought ou t | 

these s ta rtlin g  tru th s :
More people unnecessarily  m ake 

th e ir  living out of w heat d istribu tion  
than  was suspected. T housands anfl 
thousands of little  speculators havsl 
had to tu rn  elsew here for a livelihood, 
A num ber of commission men have 
had to close shop. T here a re  places 
w here elevators should be built and  
o th er places w here there  a re  too many, 
elevators. T he Governm ent, dom inat­
ing the w heat m arket, carries Its own 
m arine Insurance. W heat hnndlers a t  
term inals have had th e ir activ ities re­
stricted .

B ut most o f all It Is In teresting  toi 
see how the price of flour per ba rre l 
tum bled from  the tim e Uncle Sam took 
a positive hand In the m atter. T he  
Food A dm inistration has recently  com­
pleted an In teresting  ch a rt on the  
prices of w heat and bulk flour a t  Min­
neapolis. In a sta tem en t of Novem­
ber 26, the Food A dm inistration sa y s :

T he fa rm e r  received fo r th e  1914 har­
vest b e tw een  $1.45 an d  $1.50 p er b u sh e l 
fo r th e  h a rv e s t, ta k in g  th e  c o u n try  b y  
la rg e  and  • • *. L ast y e a r  he received
u n d er 20 per cen t of th e  p rice  of th e  loaf. 
T oday  he  is rece iv ing  over '0  p er cen t o f 
th e  m oney pRld fo r th e  cash  loaf, th is  
be ing  th e  re su lt  o f th e  s ta b iliza tio n  of 
p rices and  th e  to ta l e lim ination  of h o ard ­
ing and  sp ecu la tion  In th is  Industry .

The s ta tem en t reports th a t farm ers 
on November 26 were receiving w ith 
freigh t charges Included from the te r­
rito ry  represen ted  to M inneapolis, ap ­
proxim ately $9.50 fnr 4 Vi bushels o f 
wheat.' The price of hulk flour a t  th e  
M inneapolis mill Is about $10.25 per 
barrel, showing th a t the m iller Is novr 
receiving about 75 cents per barrel, 
which m ust Include both his operating  
expenses and profit.

URINO Inst Ju ly  and Au­
gust, w Idle Congress w as 
w restling with Itself to  
produce n food adm inis­
tra tion , and there  w as 
no Grain C orporation, 
flour production In the 
principal cen te rs was 75 
per cent under the sam e 

period In 1916. In Septem ber, O ctober 
and November, under the supervisloa 
o f the Food A dm inistration, flour p ro­
duction w as 114 per cent of the sam e 
period In 1916. W hat th is m eans In th e  
g rea t national situation , w ith depleted 
dom estic flour reserves and clam oring 
foreign buyers, can hardly  be ovei* 
em phasized, when movement of w heat 
Into prim ary  m arkets has been hardly
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T he New York Jobber took fo r his 
ew n, In this case, a profit of 50 cents 
per barrel. He sold p a rt o f th is ship­
m ent to  a re ta il m erchant.

T h is m erchant did a sm all business 
and was not licensed, bu t even here 
w as ano ther social check. For the 
re ta il m erchants of the large cities 
and those of many sm all c ities and 
tow ns find each m orning and a f te r­
noon In the dally  papers a price list 
fo r floor and o th er com m odities which 
a re  considered fa ir  by the Federal 
Food A dm inistra to r fo r th e ir S tate. 
These prices a re  usually arrived  a t  
through the m achinery o f th e  whole­
salers’ and the re ta ile rs’ organizations.

T he re ta ile r also discovered th a t the 
Jobber who sold him th is floar was 
keenly In terested  In the prices paid by 
the  consum er. F or the Food Adralnts- 
tn t l e e  be* discovered s s  Indirect

half th a t o f a year ago, o r 100,000.000 
bushels less. It was nothing sho rt of 
m aster stra tegy .

The to tal num ber o f bushels p u r­
chased by (he G rain C orporation from 
the tim e It commenced activ ities to 
F ebruary  1 Is 97,276,145.59. A rranged 
by m onths, the purchases In bushels 
w ere : Septem ber, 7,841,209.20: Octo­
ber, 19,359.646,50; November, 30,920,- 
074.26; December, 21,456.240.06, and 
Jan u a ry  17.698.066 08.

D uring Ju ly  and August our flout 
export* w ere sh o u t the sam e s s  In the 
sam e two m onths of 191«; hut In Sep­
tem ber, O ctober, and November, ths 
exportation  w as 60 per cent target 
than  a year ago. So the Grain Cor­
poration  has discharged our obllga- 
tlens to  the slllee. and restored oat 
flour roeerves. which Is the larger a e  
poet e f  the quest!««.


